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Location: Cambridge, UK
Client: Fitzwilliam College, University of Cambridge
Dates of involvement: 2011 - ongoing
Construction Cost: £7M over four phases
Awards: 
•	 AJ Specification Award

Imagine buildings that remain fit-for-
purpose indefinitely.

Renewing an existing building is more sustainable than 
starting again. We believe in the need to take care of 
buildings so they can continue to be used and enjoyed, 
and to combat climate damaging carbon emissions 
associated with demolition and new build. 

The heart of life at Fitzwilliam College campus evolves 
around the Central Building. Students, staff and visitors 
have dined, debated and made history within its walls 
since its opening in 1963. Restoration was essential for 
it to continue to flourish as a social hub. 

Fitzwilliam College is a mid-20th century masterpiece 
by the eminent architect Sir Denys Lasdun . Through 
detailed consultation with the College we explored 
how we could sensitively reconfigure the layout of the 
Central Building to adapt to future needs, improve 
thermal comfort and reduce energy demand.

The highlight of the Central Building is a magical pre-
cast concrete scalloped lantern, which hovers over the 
brick elevations and floods light into the dining hall. 
The lantern’s spectacular symmetry can be enjoyed 
from within and outside. We sought to tackle the 
challenge of how to waterproof the complex shaped 
lantern, without visually altering or compromising the 
original design. 

Together with the College,contractors and suppliers 
we developed a unique solution, combining a mix 
of membrane, liquid coating, flooring systems and 
effective detailing to provide a complete building 
envelope solution. . The pioneering approach 
developed on this project can now be applied to 
protect other buildings, perhaps opening-up new 
possibilities for roof design in the future.

Life at Fitzwilliam had to go on while works took 
place, with the Central Building continuing to host the 
College’s busy calendar of events. To facilitate this, a 
large specialist scaffold structure was erected for the 
duration of the work.

This iconic Brutalist gem of a building is now renewed 
and fit to continue to house the hustle and bustle of 
Fitzwilliam’s thriving college community.  

“Our association with Cullinan Studio goes back 
to the very first buildings on the present site... 
Cullinan Studio has a deep understanding of 
the ethos of the College and we are excited to 
be working together to bring the Hall building 
into the 21st century. The latest phase was the 
refurbishment of the lantern roof. The College is 
delighted with the result - it looks especially good 
against a blue sky.”
Andrew Powell, Bursar, Fitzwilliam College



Fitzwilliam College Central Building

1. Acoustic render applied to hall enclosure
2. New apertures opened to hall enclosure
3. Acoustic panel infill to concrete ceiling
4. New lighting reflectors fitted
5. New extract fans and controllers fitted within old fan housing
6. Roof insulation and waterproofing upgraded
7. Concrete repairs to roof and columns
8. Solar film application to glass to reduce glare and solar gain
9. New timber floor over underfloor heating
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